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Originally, companion birds such as budgerigars, cockatiels, and galahs inhabit the bleak

interior of Australia (September 2022).
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Budgerigars are the most popular pet birds in Japan. They are said to live in the harshest
environment in the world. Budgerigars are opportunistic breeders, meaning they do not
have a regular breeding season. The trigger for breeding is rainfall. When it rains and the
arid land gets moisturized, the budgerigars start breeding to seize the moment. (Near

Boulia, Australia, September 2022)
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Zebra finches are typical passerine birds of Australia. Living in flocks, they gather around
waterholes in woodlands. The upper photo shows a male, and the lower one shows a

female. Their naturally adorable appearance warms the hearts of those who watch them.

(En route from Mount Isa to Boulia, September 2022)
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Cockatiel flock and a Galah. While not as large as those of budgerigars, cockatiels also move
in flocks of dozens. They are often seen eating grass seeds on the ground in harmony with

other parrots. (En route from Mount Isa to Boulia, Australia, 2022)
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Little Corella

The Little Corella is a typical cockatoo native to inland Australia. The bird in the
photograph is searching for a nesting site, and was observed frequently going in and out
of a tree hollow.

It may come as a surprise, but out of all parrot and cockatoo species, only about two
excavate their own nesting holes from scratch using their beaks. Little Corellas instead rely
on natural tree hollows to make their nests. Because eucalyptus trees with sufficiently large
holes are scarce, their housing situation is quite challenging. They repeatedly and
meticulously go in and out of the hollow, almost as if they are inspecting an apartment

before moving in. (En route from Mount Isa to Boulia, Australia, 2022)
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Diamond Dove. The diamond dove is a species of small dove inhabiting the relatively

inland areas of Australia. They are also kept as companion birds in Japan. (En route from

Mount Isa to Boulia, Australia, 2022)
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Rainbow Lorikeet. This rainbow lorikeet was photographed in Cairns. As
members of the lorikeet family, they feed by lapping up nectar and pollen
from flowers. They are one of the most commonly seen parrots

representing Cairns. (Cairns, 2022)
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This is a Sulphur-crested cockatoo photographed in Cairns. The cockatoos in Cairns love
the nuts scattered on the ground. Because of their ground foraging for fallen nuts, many
individuals end up with brown-stained chests. The cockatoo in this photo, however, was a

beautiful, pristine white.

Eucalyptus trees are iconic Australian plants, and amazingly, there are said to be over 700
species growing wild in Australia. While the eucalyptus in the photo has long, narrow
leaves, there are also species with round leaves. Many parrots and cockatoos, including
budgerigars, utilize the natural hollows of eucalyptus trees as nesting sites. They can also

be observed feeding on eucalyptus seeds.






